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Minutes of the Regular Town Council Meeting
Monday, May 12, 2025

1. Call Meeting to Order:
The meeting was called to order at 7:00pm by Mayor Harry Ward. The council members in attendance were Bob Wood, Joanne Plescia, and Jamie Draper with Ben Monastero on zoom. Community members in attendance are shown on the attached sign in sheets. Mayor Ward thanked everyone for attending.

2. Correspondence:
 Memorial Fire Company Ambulance fundraiser should be in your mail, please be generous.  Also, details on the Red Knot Festival have been produced and will be posted on the board at the Pavilion.
3. 
4. Approval of the April 14, 2025, Town Meeting Minutes:
Motion: A Motion was made by Joanne Plescia and seconded by Jamie Draper to approve the April 14, 2025, Town Meeting Minutes.
The Motion carried unanimously, 5-0.

5. Approval of May 12, 2025, Meeting Agenda:
Motion: A Motion was made by Bob Wood and seconded by Joanne Plescia to approve May 12, 2025, Town Council Meeting Agenda.
The Motion carried unanimously 5-0.

6. Reports:
a. Section 1-11 Study/USACE (US Army Corps of Engineers) - Tony Pratt advised that USACE has a draft Tentatively Selected Plan (TSP) on the Mispillion Inlet due to be published in draft form for review late summer this year. One of our main USACE contacts is out on medical leave but we feel confident the work can be picked up by others.  The Delaware Bay beach replenishment project now includes Broadkill and because of that the Project Partnership Agreement (PPA) must be redone for the DE Bay Dredged Materials Utilization (DMU) project, which is a 50-year plan that is in the works.  DNREC had not received the PPA for the bay-beach work.  Tony has talked with representatives in the Governor’s office about the safety of the Bay Beach funding available to the USACE for this project and to date it has not been taken away.  Several ocean front towns are having to review their projects, so those replenishments have been delayed.  

b. Memorial Fire Company:
Chief Glasco attended the meeting to report and remind all that the burn ban is in effect May 1 through September 30 and with the drought conditions it is imperative no one runs a burn of any kind.  Responded to 8 fire calls last month and 31 EMS calls.

c. Treasurers Report:
Joanne Plescia reported on the General Ledger, Profit and Loss Budget/Restricted Funds and Grants. Along with brief discussion of Audit or Review, Audit will be required in 2027.  Further there was conversation about the budget and considerations of future expenses.
A Motion was made to approve the Treasurer reports, pending audit or review, by Jamie Draper and seconded by Bob Wood.
Motion passed unanimously 5-0.

Tax Collection – Joanne advised the balance due is approximately $5000, however there is one property owner that makes up $3500 and they have been delinquent since the 1970s. We are making progress, and Harry is planning to speak with the lawyer about how to pursue the property payments.

d. Building Enforcement/Floodplain Administrator Report:
Ben Monastero read the report submitted by Bob Clendaniel (attached).

7. New Business: 
f. Assessments from the State Tax Update:  Harry advised he has set a date to meet with Jennifer, our Tax Collector, and work up a plan so that we can avoid any of our tax payers getting hit too hard with the new tax assessments.  More in the coming months.
g. Town Election – We have two positions open this year, Harry Ward and Jamie Draper. Dates to consider; Board of Elections May 12 swearing in; Notice of Solicitation for Candidates May 15; Deadline to register to run for open seats is June 6th; Election July 5th (Saturday). Questions can be sent to Kathy McFadden, townclerk@slaughterbeachde.com

8. Mayor & Council Updates:
h. SCAT (Sussex County Association of Towns)  The legislative breakfast, however, they didn’t get to the legislation;  the guest speaker, Sussex County Preservation Assn, ran over the time allotted.
i. DLLG (Delaware League of Local Governments) – speaker was on Brownfields which don’t affect us, so we didn’t attend.
9. Grants:
j. ARPA – The money has been spent, we have purchased benches and games that will be installed in the coming weeks.  We expect all to be done by end of May for the festival.
k. USDOT (US Department of Transportation) This study of Route 36 between Milford and Slaughter Beach is complete.  We are waiting for the final report.
l. FEMA (Federal Emergency Management Agency- Building Resilient Communities) this grant was placed on hold.
m. SLCGP (State and Local Cybersecurity Grant Program) – Jamie Draper advised the Town has purchased backup software and we met with a professional to make a Cyber Security Plan.  There may be a need for additional funding, so we are working on that.

10. Old Buiness:
n. FEMA (Federal Emergency Management Agency) CAV (Community Assistance Visit) This is a slow process and we continue to answer for what have been referred to as violations that put our federally backed flood insurance participation in question.  Many of our homeowners have private insurance, however, many use FEMA backed flood insurance.  If you have a propane tank, one of the simplest things you can do to help this process along is to bolt it down to concrete or strap it down.  Some propane companies will do it for you if they installed and own the tank..
o. Sewer – the funding is still there, and we are moving forward as planned.
p. Sawyer Road – our attorney is waiting for all selling parties to sign the documents.
q. Detritus – Bob Wood will try to get with US Fish & Wildlife for an update.
r. Horseshoe Crabs – Bob advised the horseshoe crabs are coming in heavier than usual, and the north end neighbors could use help flipping the crabs.
s. Pavilion – the exterior of the bathrooms and all railings as well as the picnic tables are in the process of being painted. We have moved to an epoxy paint and chose a deeper green color while the tables will be stained after repairs.  We also updated the electrical. Last the refill station has been a big hit with visitors.
t. Seaside Envoy (Emergency Operations Plan) – We have one section of addresses that does not have a permanent envoy now, and you don’t have to live in the neighborhood to be the Envoy. If you are interested in information, please contact Julia at townmanager@slaughterbeachde.com.
11. Open Forum:
-Please update your calendar!! The May 26 bulk pick up on the Calendar is incorrect.  Bulk Pickup will be May 29 Thursday
- If you know of anyone that is not getting the weekly email blasts, please suggest they message the townmanager@slaughterbeachde.com to get added.
Phragmites – how do we enforce getting property owners to mow? Harry advised it’s a challenge.
12. Upcoming Events:
· May 21 the Bookmobile will be at the firehall parking lot from 12:45-2:15pm
· May 23rd yard waste will have dumpsters on the north as well as the south end
· May 31st Red Knot Festival will be at the Pavilion 12-4pm
· June 9th – Town Council Meeting, 7pm online and in person at the firehall.
13. Adjournment:
A Motion was made by Joanne Plescia and seconded by Bob Wood to adjourn at 7:51pm.
Motion passed unanimously, 5-0.
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